
Willowcreek Middle School
School/Community Council Meeting

September 11, 2006 - 12:00 Noon

Jerrilyn Mortensen, of Alpine School District,  gave the WMS School/Community Council and
the PTSA a prestentation to help us understand the Bond and Leeway.  With this Bond and
Leeway Election year, it is evident that population matters in the north and west areas of Alpine
School District.

The theme of the Bond Presentation is: “Anchored in Excellence”.  

Alpine School District has three main points of interest in all students education
1.  Teaching Democracy
2.  Welcoming ALL students into school
3. Giving all students a caring environment and great resources to further their education 

In the spring of 2006, Alpine School District hired an outside source to conduct a parent survey. 
This is what they found:

70%   Rate Quality
81%   Too Little Money
86%   Overcrowding

Between the years 2000-2006, Alpine School District had grown by 9,000 students.  By the year
2010, the projected growth is approximately 8,000 more students.  We are growing by leaps and
bounds, especially in the north and west areas of the district.  The number of students in 2006 is
56,123.  By 2010 the projected number of students is 64,750.

The goal of Alpine School District overall is to help all students gain an education in the best
environment possible.  To do this, Alpine School District currently has the goal to pass the Bond
and Leeway Election.  Above all we want to provide the best education for all students while
providing adequate housing facilities as well.  

What are Leeway costs and why do we need the Leeway proposition passed?  The Leeway is
operational costs, such as utility costs, PDT Days(for the teachers) and necessary personnel to
open a new facility.  The operational funds are approximately $511,365 for an elementary,
$1,499,422 for a middle school or Jr. High, and $2,206,774 for a high school. 

What are Bond funds?  Bond funds are the construction costs of new buildings as well as
remodels.  The need of a Bond election year was determined by assessing the needs of the district
and the patron survey.  After the public meeting in the spring, the community feedback told Alpine
School District what they would like to see with the Bond money. It has been decided to build
one(1) new high school in the Saratoga Springs area, and completely rebuild Orem High.  There



would be two(2) new Middle Schools built in the north and west areas of the district, and add
five(5) new elementary’s–also in the north and west areas.  In addition to new construction, there
are classroom additions to many elementary’s and various upgrades throughout the district.  
  
The 2006 Bond and Leeway costs would total 230 Million Dollars. The homeowner impact after a
four-year implementation of the 2006 Bond and Leeway, (based on a $200,000 home), is
approximately $33.00/year in Leeways costs and approximately $24.86/year in Bond costs.  The
total is $57.86/year, which is less than $5.00/month per household.

For the accountability of funds of the 2001 Bond and how the money was spent,  the public can go
to www.alpine.k12.ut.us, click on “Bond Status”.  The entire financial report is available as well as
pictures of projects from start to finish.  Alpine School District has met all 2001 Bond
commitments.  The public will also be able to obtain this kind of information in the 2006 Bond and
Leeway.

There will be a public meeting at Willowcreek Middle School on October 5, 2006 at 7:00pm in the
Auditorium.  We welcome all patrons to attend this meeting.  

A street light is still a concern on the corner of SR73 and 2300 West.  Mr. Openshaw provided the
council with contact information at UDOT.  Larry Montoya is the person to contact.  His phone
number is 801-965-4924 and his e-mail address is lmontoya@utah.gov.  

AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) information was discussed.  The AYP Report will be released on
September 22, 2006.  Willowcreek Middle School passed.  The AYP Letter will be sent to all
students on September 25, 2006.  

Student Placement tests were given in the spring of 2006.  Last week, practice CRT tests were
given in Math and Science.  Based on the scores of these tests, we know there are a few students
who need to be placed differently.  We will be making these changes ASAP.  To improve overall
test scores, placement is critical.  English will be testing this week.

Teachers are implementing a “Walk Away” standard in their classrooms.  This means that each
and every student will know the concepts the teachers are teaching before the student moves on to
the next concept.  

Teachers getting e-mails from parents is a concern.  Teachers have been notified to watch their
spam mail and “whitelist” those e-mails coming through with students’ names on the subject line. 
This is the only way we can help control this situation.

NEXT MEETING: October 9, 2006
12:00 Noon
WMS Conference Room       


